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	BLAIRGOWRIE AND RATTRAY COMMUNITY COUNCIL


Agreed Minutes of the Community Council ordinary meeting 
held on 12th September 2024 at 7pm at the BaRi Building and online via ZOOM.
	ATTENDANCE

BRCC Members

Scott MacGregor (SM)

David Cuthill (DC)

Gina Purrmann (GP)

Andrew Scott (AS)

Pete Richardson (PR)
Jamie Louise (JLM)
Lesley McDonald (LM)
	Chair
Vice-Chair
Secretary


	PKC Local Councillors 

Bob Brawn (BB)
Caroline Shiers (CS)
Tom McEwan (TM)
7 members of the public 
	APOLOGIES
Steve Johnson (SJ) Treasurer
Laura Rodger (minutes)
Pat Marshall (PM)
ABSENCES

Police Service

Fire Service


	Item 1 – Welcome and Introductions
SM welcomed everyone to the meeting at 19:00.  SM asked all attendees for permission for the minute taker to record this meeting solely for the purpose of writing up the minutes; they will not share the recording and will delete it as soon as the minutes have been written. SM made all aware that no fire alarms are planned, and the location of emergency exits and bathrooms. The members of Blairgowrie & Rattray Community Council were introduced for the benefit of the members of the public.
	

	Item 2 – Apologies
Apologies received from SJ, LR, PM
	

	Item 3 – Adoption of draft minutes of the 8th of August 2024 meeting

Amendments:

· Corrections - Section 5a not traffic wardens it is the Road Network Team.

· LM pointed out Local Place Plan is LPP not LDP. 

Decision: Approved with amendments. Proposed by AS and seconded by PR
	

	Item 4 – Police & Fire Reports 
Fire Report:
The fire service was mobilised 31 times in July to a range of incidents across Perth and Kinross. Community safety engagements took place with local young people who attended the fire station to learn about safety and teamwork. Fire safety talks are planned with local sheltered housing complexes. 
Police Report: 
No police report received. 

	

	Item 5 – Matters raised by members of the public
Please note that the items below detail the views and opinions raised by members of the public. This does not indicate the view of BRCC or individual Community Councillors unless clearly stated. 
a) Flytipping Croft Lane
Suggested site for fly tipping camera as people continue to drop their waste there. PKC keep it as clear as they can as it is on their route. DC suggested that it should be investigated to see if it can be discovered exactly who is disposing of their waste at the site. CS agreed to raise with Lucy Garthwaite at PKC.

b) Request for a pedestrian crossing at junction of High St and Reform St
This refers to traffic turning left on to High Street from Reform Street. Vehicles usually takes the corner fast. There is no pedestrian crossing nearby to facilitate crossing to the post office. This is potentially an accident waiting to happen. There have been previous investigations into addressing this issue, but none of the findings have led to a satisfactory solution. For example, line of sight problems have stopped some interventions taking place. Other proposed solutions involved removing parking spaces outside the post office, which is also unhelpful. Proposed action – CS to send on emails from previous investigations.

c) Concern about removal of cherry trees at Piggy Lane.
Cherry trees have been removed. Proper protocol is that if trees are removed, they have to be replaced, but not necessarily in the same location. 
d) Issue of air pollution in Blairgowrie and Rattray. 
Issue of engine idling needs addressed. PKC have rules regarding no idling.

e) Community Council meetings 
Members of public need to know who the committee members are and their positions on the CC so that they can raise issues with them.  This information is on the website and role on BRCC will be added to the name tags for the meetings.

	CS

CS

	Item 6 – Regular Reports
a) Resilience/Flooding PR/SM
The money which was applied for has come through. Next week, PR will begin purchasing the needed items. The defibrillator at the Old Cross was used. PR is in the process of seeing if replacement pads can be obtained for free, but he is not hopeful of this. 
b) Climate Action DC/GP/JM
As part of Annual Biodiversity Blair Bioblitz on the 21st of June, a film entitled ‘Why Not Scotland?’ was screened. Examples were set out regarding nature recovery around Europe. As far as Britain is concerned, the future seems very uncertain and this is due to climate change. Nature in Europe, on the other hand, is currently making some dramatic recoveries. E.g. in Norway there are now birch zones and willow zones which have been brought back to fruition; in Poland a wetland restoration project has seen the Oder Delta being designated as an area of rewilding; in Italy rewilding has resulted in the development of EcoTourism. The question was raised of why not here in Scotland?
c) Twinning GP/SM
In August, Blairgowrie, Rattray & District Pipe Band hosted the first visit of the band from our French twin town, the Réveil Musical de Brebières, which was a great success. There was a packed programme including: a trip to Glenshee so the bands could play at top of the Chairlift; a well-attended, free Community Ceilidh; a parade through the town with a short concert on the Wellmeadow; a free concert at the High School. The Provost and the town of Brebières jointly hosted a civic lunch at the Angus Hotel. In parallel, representatives from Brebières made contact with local groups/organisations for future exchanges – the High School, the football club, Nest, police, SCYD and the Climate Cafe. 
Having twinning information at the BRCC stall at the Highland Games sparked interest with both French visitors and locals.  
BEPTA has discussed how to build new tourism links between the two towns and is making contact with the Brebières Mayor’s office. 
d) Maintenance in Blairgowrie & Rattray
   i. Built Environment - no update 
   ii. Open Space –  LM updated. 13 September there will be work at the Gamesie putting in plants.


e) Local Place Plan
LM updated. Shared copies of the information on the Local Place Plan. This is a continuation of the Community Action Plan which is for ideas of what can be located in the town, what can be better used or improved. Trying to pull together as many ideas as possible and log by January. This will be a living document and taken into consideration for the next Local Development Plan.  Maps are currently located in the library. All online to allow consultation. Session to be run in SCYD to allow young people to participate.


	PR
PR


	Item 7 – Matters arising/reports back
a) Citizen of the Year
Excellent presentation of Trophies by BRCC Vice Chair at Braemar Day. Thanks to Braemar Day Committee for allowing BRCC participation at the event. So positive. Question about follow up for this year and future events. Let those who were nominated but not selected know that they were nominated so they have that recognition. 

b) Noticeboards
The noticeboards have been removed. In storage awaiting new positioning.
c) Blairgowrie and Rattray Common Good Fund.

The fund is currently closed. The papers are still online on the PKC website. Discussion took place about land held on the Common Good. The Football Club have a lease on the land.

d) Sir William Macpherson Park entrance 
No update, but tidying will be done on 29 September as part of the town Litter Pick.

	SJ


	Item 8 – New Projects
No update
	

	Item 9 – Traffic Matters
No update
	

	Item 10 – Planning Matters 
Gallowbank – after the last meeting, a member of the public who attended met with BRCC Secretary to give details of the position outlined at the meeting. John Swinney MSP had written to PKC, and a reply indicated there would be a new Masterplan and a Phasing Plan. Question about whether residents could have sight of this. It would be for whole site and not just residents within the 20m site boundary. BRCC agreed to send a letter to PKC’s Head of Planning.
	

	Item 11 – Chair’s Report
All points have been covered. 
	

	Item 12 – Treasurer’s Report 
Admin 

August balance




£388.06
Minutes



£30

£358.06
Minutes Bonus


£40

£318.06
Secretary ink & paper

£43

£275.06
Chair stationery


£35

£240.06 
Vice Chair stationery

£35

£205.06
Treasurer stationery

£5

£200.06
BRDT Group Support

£50

£150.06
September balance



£150.06








(£150 float for 24/25)


Projects
August balance




£8,255.93
Resilience Grant
£11,427.52


£19,683.45
September Balance



£19,683.45
Fireworks/Community Event


£211.89
Resilience





£15,688.74
Well (Defib)





£269.08
Bench





£253.52
Christmas Tree/Festive



£446.56
Rooted in B & R




£2,930  

	

	Item 13 – Secretary’s Correspondence. 
British Legion would like to hire PA system for Remembrance Day. Connections in Wellmeadow will be ok for this event. Member of the public agreed to look at the electrical connections in the Wellmeadow to consider community-led options. SM to meet with him on Monday in Wellmeadow. BRCC received a copy of the report regarding the policy on gully emptying. BRCC been asked to participate in a consultation with respect of a new area of Woodland being planned at Glenericht and Rochallie Estate.


	BRCC

	Item 14 – PKC Councillor’s Reports

Cllr Bob Brawn Update:
BB commented on the report on gully emptying. Worth a read. Thanks to all involved in the Highland Games. Community Investment Fund – BB is chairing the 2024 panel.

Royal Hotel – was leased on 5-year lease as it was violated. Vacant Property officer from PKC involved. Planning Committee at PKC approved the old Marfield Hotel site. Thirty-eight properties. BB had requested a moratorium on any further development beyond that approved at present due to pressure on infrastructure (medical and dentistry) in the town. Ban on Pavement Parking will be enforced on 1 November. 5 in the town (Keay St and Hill St narrow and manageable), Mitchell Sq. double yellows already. Kirk Wynd will be an issue as it is so narrow if someone parked on the road vehicles will not be able to pass. PKC do not want to use exception. Guidance says they can. Councillors have always indicated Kirk Wynd is problematic. Kirk Wynd will be reassessed as it is important to avoid displacement. Issue of the Care Home at jct Kirk Wynd/Upper Allan Street and its postcode was discussed. On speeding. Another meeting will be held about dropping speed limit to 20mph in all urban areas.

 

Cllr Tom McEwan Update:
Pavement Parking matters raised with him frequently. As housing convenor, TM attends COSLA and big push to encourage people to claim pension credits. Social media campaign by the Welfare Rights Team to raise awareness of benefits entitlement. Asked everyone to share information and encourage uptake. LM raised the issue of attendance allowance which then allows people to access other benefits. Praised Arblair Medical Practice for pioneering ways that they can provide services to patients. Community Hospital now provides support to GPs.

 

Cllr Caroline Shiers Update
Following queries regarding the condition of Davie Park CS received a response from PKC to say that CG will carry out a temporary repair prior to this winter to prevent and limit further deterioration and that landscape architect Simon Garnett, and countryside ranger Chris Martin, had a initial site meeting to discuss the broader play park, which is on the upgrade works programme. SG will consult with the community, looking at the park as a whole with a ‘masterplan’ approach, with the access road, the overall use, character and location of the park forming part of that, ensuring it is fit for purpose. Actual works anticipated during 2025/26.

Chris Martin has now moved on from Eastern Perthshire as Countryside ranger. Thanks to him for all his efforts. Looking forward to working with Alasdair McLeod again.

Thanks to all involved in the Highland Games and Braemar Day. Huge amount of work went into them. CS paid tribute to the planning of the Police, Community Safety Team, SCYD and others around Braemar weekend. It had been very welcome to see the new headteacher at the event and taking a high profile in the local community.

Demolition of the old pavilion at Davie Park is well underway ahead of the new buildings being installed.

A meeting was held at the cemetery so some positive steps to progress.

A bike storage area has been installed at Glenalmond Road

EV Chargers at the library are now back up and running. Noted that residents were nervous about this and suggestion about relocating the chargers to an area away from homes.

Litter pick, including a tidy of the entrance to Sir William MacPherson Park, will take place on 29 September meeting at 10am at the corner of Parkhead Road and Brucefield Road. All welcome.
 
	

	Item 15 – AOCB
Asked about laundry at Emma Street. No update.

Highland Games - Pete thanked all who helped in the run up to and after the event. 3500 people attended on the day. Thanks to all the sponsors – Castle Water and Proctors. Also to BRCC members who organised a BRCC information stall in the Community Area.
Braemar Day – toilets stayed open. Extra donations came in on the day. Well-done to the committee.
	

	Date of Next Meeting: AGM followed by Ordinary Meeting ,10th October 2024, 7pm at the BaRi Building & 6.45pm online.
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